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the basics

















•The playing area consists of the court and a space around it measuring approximately 10 feet in each direction (more if possible). The space above the playing area should be free of obstructions (branches, power lines, etc.). The playing area should be level. It's important to use good quality sand, thick enough to prevent players from contacting any underlying hard surface. 





•Dimensions of a standard court are 18 meters (59-0 feet) by nine meters (29-6) and are measured from the outer edge of the boundary lines. The boundary lines should be made of brightly colored rope or material having similar characteristics but shouldn't unreasonably impede play. 





•Net supports should be made of wood, metal, PVC or other material that will withstand tension and not bend or break. Supports should be about 14 feet long and buried five feet deep (cement is optional). Make sure they're free of hazardous protrusions. If you use guy wires, they should be made of bright colors or marked with flags so they're visible. All anchors for guy wires and court lines should be level with the playing surface and free of sharp edges. 





•For areas comfortably above sea level, the court area should be excavated two to three feet deep, depending on the depth of the sand and gravel base you intend to use. For low-lying areas, the court area should be excavated only about six to eight inches; you should end up building an elevated court rather than one that is flush with the ground. 





•To keep dirt or grass from mixing in with the court sand, you may want to build a barrier around the court, either with wooden beams (such as railroad ties) or some type of low, solid fencing. This can be especially important for a court that is built slightly above ground. 





•You should have a drainage system under the court. A drainage ditch should lead away from the lowest point of the court, and perforated drainage pipe should be laid in a zig-zag pattern over the base of the area with one end capped and the other open to the drainage ditch. Drainage is very important. You don't want to be playing in a swamp. 
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